Th e preoccupation with Roma has deep historical roots, having taken both romantic and malevolent forms ranging from the adoration of pure and free savages to their expulsion, 2 forced assimilation, 3 enslavement, 4 or extermination.
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Th e scientifi c study of Roma has similarly deep roots in disciplines such as linguistics, art history, sociology, anthropology, history, and more recently political science. 7 However, very few scholars refl ected systematically on the questions of the social integration and political participation of Roma in the framework of normative political theory.
On the basis of the case of Roma, three distinct but interrelated developments can be distinguished: transnational political and ethnic solidarities come forward, post-Westphalian citizenship constellations thrive, and claims of transnational forms of democracy are being advanced. Accordingly, lessons can be drawn concerning 1) transnational solidarity, 2) post-Westphalian citizenship, 3) transnational democracy, and 4) political theory in general. 
